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Like us on Facebook! 

“To be ignorant of 

what occurred       

before you were 

born is to remain  

always a child. For 

what is the worth of 

human life, unless it 

is woven into the life 

of our ancestors by 

the records of      

history?”  

~Marcus Tullius 

Cicero 

The CCHS receives $160,000 from the 

State of Minnesota for Restoration of the 

Peterson Farm. 

   It would be easy to say that            

Representative  Jim Nash is our best 

friend. After all, it was he who        

introduced the bill that resulted in 

our getting $160,000 over two years, 

for the Peterson Farm restoration.  

But, that would leave out way too 

many people who have continued to 

support our efforts to restore the    

Peterson Farmstead.   

     In early 2017, Representative Nash 

introduced a bill that resulted in our 

being awarded $80,000 each year for 

two years, a total of $160,000.  The 

funds received came from the Legacy 

fund.  Normally, we would receive 

funds by writing a grant, as we did 

with the north barn.  The problem 

with a grant however, is that a grant 

is not guaranteed funds.  Why was 

that important?  Simply put, following 

the completion of the Historic      

Structures Report (HSR), currently 

underway, we will start a capitol fund-

raising campaign in connection with 

the Jeffris Family Foundation.  We need to tell them how much we plan to 

raise. Jeffris will give us one dollar for each two dollars we raise, up to a total 

donation of $1M.  If we fall short even one penny of the committed           

fundraising amount, we loose all the match.  Stated another way, we cannot 

count on the Legacy fund grants for fundraising.  The bill Representative 

Nash introduced is guaranteed funds that will jump start our fundraising 

campaign. 

   The campaign will begin once the HSR is complete and approved by The 

Jeffris Family Foundation, approximately September of this year. If you or 

someone you know are interested in contributing to the fundraiser we are 

allowed to take commitments.  Commitment letters are available by           

contacting the CCHS at 952-442-4234 or emailing Wendy at 

wbiorn@co.carver.mn.us. 

Executive Director, Wendy Petersen           

Representative Jim Nash 
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Education and Exhibit News 
            With Heidi Gould 

Changing Trends in Summer Fun 
Camps across Carver County institutions have seen declining numbers in enrollment in the 

last few years. The cause? Many institutions have to maintain higher camp fees to meet       

income and supply cost needs. Others have to deal with society’s ever-increasing safety         

regulations. How many kids climb trees for fun or build a fort in the woods for fun anymore? 

Also consider the ever-changing world of technology. Kids don’t want to play outdoors, they 

want their video games and tablets, to text friends.  

Yet, summer camps through learning institutions and other educational opportunities         

continue to be important to a child’s education and development. They prevent the “summer 

slide”, a loss of learning over the summer months that leads to a need to play catch-up and 

provide more review time when school resumes in the fall. 

The artifact pictured below is one of the latest pieces donated to the Education Collection of 

the Carver County Historical Society. While most artifacts donated to the museum are put in 

the regular collection, and then stored away safely until needed for a display, some choose to      

donate a different way. 

When you donate to the education collection, that means 

the artifact will be available for use in educational    

programs and tours. You want your artifact to be 

touched, handled and used by children. This physicality 

makes the history being taught and the artifact itself so 

much more real to the child participating.  

This particular artifact is a black walnut or butternut 

crusher, used to crack their shells. It is intended for use 

at the Historic Andrew Peterson Farmstead. 

CARVER COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY, WACONIA, MN – $2,000   

JUNE – DECEMBER 2017 

(ENDORSED BY NORDIC HERITAGE CLUB OF CARVER COUNTY) 

Andrew Peterson Diaries, publication: This project will fund the professional editing,    

formatting and partial printing costs of the English translation of Peterson’s 48 year diary, 

which will make the diary and its vital pioneer era details more readily available and            

accessible to researchers, historians and the general public. Andrew Peterson was the most 

historically significant Swedish immigrant to Carver County, MN. His 48 year diary that was 

used as a basis for the Emigrants books by Swedish author Wilhelm Moberg, and his role in 

founding the Swedish Baptist Church in Minnesota, his contributions to local history are 

many. 
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Special Thanks to CCHS Donors,  

New and Renewing Members 

April-June 2017 

New CCHS Members  
Ben Beyer – Carver County Jail 

& Justice Center 

Judy Volinkaty-Bickel 

Linda Brandenburg 

Harriet Brueshoff 

Lisa Buetow 

Ronni Croft 

Jennifer Ehrichs 

Karen Fadden 

Bonita Gesinger 

Jason & Amy Graupmann 

Andrew Haering 

Michael Hart 

McKensie Hasse 

Barbara Herschberger 

Diane Ittel 

Kathryn Koch 

Karen Larkin 

Kathleen McCann 

Theresa Mieseler 

Dan Miller 

Toni Mullarkey 

Julie Norman 

Joan Powell 

Chuck & Diane Dorr-Ruzin 

Garrett M. Schmitt 

Barb Ward 
 

Renewing CCHS Members  
Lawrence & Zona Brown 

Margaret Buller 

Lowell Dammann 

Patricia Dongoske 

Annabel Fabel 

Joan Felt 

Marlys Gaucher 

Darrin & Michelle Gray 

Timothy Hainlin 

Helen J. Hassett 

Gary Heinen 

Arline D. Hellekson 

Kathy Lynch Hinck 

Myron & Ginny Karki 

Gary Klingelhut 

Harry Kowalke 

Bill Lano 

Harold & Mary Larson 

David & Mary Jo Lenzen 

Suzanne Loehrs 

Jillaine Mackenthun 

Linda Mottonen 

Ronald Nessett 

Helen Nicklaus 

Kermit Ohlsen 

Susan Rego 

Allen & Phyllis Schmitz 

Terry Stodola 

Susan Storms 

Dennis VanSloun 

Bryan Vos 

Mary Wolf 

Tom & Carolyn Workman 

Kurt Zuppke 
 
Donations- 
General Donations 
ECM CAC Publishers  

Leander & Virginia Erhard  

Richard Fallquist  

Susan McAllister                           

(also donated wheelbarrow) 
 

Donations- Annual     

Fund HSR 
Wendy Petersen Biorn  

Bill & Pearl Lieb  

Ronald Nessett   

Shirley Robinson  

Vickie Thorson   
 

Chaska History Center 
Gary Anderson 

Mary Bahr 

Jon Bertas 

Gary Bleichner 

Ned & Betty Bleichner 

Greg & Debbie Boe 

Ken & Colleen Bom 

Connie Borak 

Judy Borak 

Stephen & Sue Born 

Nate Bostrom 

Mary Brinkhaus 

Ed & Shirley Brose 

Bob Bruers 

Debra Bruers 

Peter & Shirley Bruers 

David & Virginia Burfield 

Mary Burkhart 

Tom Burkhart 

Doris Coghill 

Barbara Colhapp 

Gregg & Laurie Davies 

Duane DeBower 

Sonja Deis 

Steven & Christine Devore 

Dale Diedrick 

Betty Dols 

Donald & Lola Driessen 

Duane & Gayle Dungey 

Catherine Eder 

John & Alisen Emery-

Kendall 

Aldoris Engelhardt 

Rick Engelhardt 

Donna Forner 

Rodney H. Forristall 

Barry & Jane Fox 

Greg & Sherrie Gestach 

Peter Haerden 

James Hammers 

Meritt Henry 

Myhra Diedrick Hill 

Don Holtz 

Paul Holtz 

Richard Hurtig 

Thomas & Carol Jackson 

John & Connie Jacobs 

Arlene Jensen 

Bill Johnson 

Burton & Nancy Johnson 

Amber Kamerud 

Dan & Georgiann Keyport 

Steve & Mary Kingsbury 

Judy Koch 

Holly Koenen 

Adeline & Kristine 

Kohman 

Wally & Mary Lahl 

Rebecca Lano 

Jeanette Lieske 

Bob & Mary Lindall 

Jerry & Dianne Lubansky 

Vicky Lundgren 

Marion Mackenthun 

Marcia Maguire 

Randy & Suzette Ma-

luchnik 

Steve & Joanna Martens 

Luke & Janice Melchert 

Gretchen Menzel 

Helen Rosckes & Gene      

Meuwissen 

Larry Meuwissen 

Leon Meuwissen 

Vince Meuwissen 

   

 

Mary Meyer 

Warren & Janet Mitchell 

Robert & Sharon Moeller 

Jay & Kay Molnau 

Catherine Moore 

Steven & Sue Mueller 

Joyanne Newgard 

Theresa Norman 

Norm & Lisa Oberski 

Dale Odell 

Terry & Alice O’Donnell 

Mary Ann Ohnsorg 

Dick & Florence Olson 

Marlene Paal 

Robert Patterson 

John & Irene Perrill 

Robert Perschmann 

Christine Poppitz 

Gene & Pam Raser 

Daniel & Victoria Ress 

James & Jonita Reynolds 

Dale Rief 

Joan Rief 

Wally Robling 

Henry & Pamela Roepke 

Darlene Rosenwinkel 

John & Linda Ryski 

Gregg Schneider 

Alice Siewert 

R. Carol Spalding 

Charles Stanley 

Mary Stapleton 

Tom & Deb Stuewe 

Denny & Tracy Swanson 

Mary Swanson Comer 

Len Therres 

Helen Therres 

Bev Tschimperle 

Gary & Barb Van Eyll 

John & Becky Varone 

Gayle Vogel 

Bill & Phyllis Welch 

Jon & Martha Weller 

Dale & Yvonne Weller 

Ted Wetzel 

Fred & Lynn Wiatrowski 

Julie Wiese 

Darlene Williams 

Mark Windschitl 

Jim & Linda Worm 

Betty Young 

Elmer Young 

June Young 

   



 

555 West First Street 

Waconia, MN  55387 

Phone: 952-442-4234 

www.carvercountyhistoricalsociety.org 

E-mail: historical@co.carver.mn.us 
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Waconia, MN 

CARVER COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

NEW MEMBER FORM 
 

  Senior Citizen $15.00 

  Individual  $20.00 

  Family  $30.00 

  Sustaining  $55.00 

  Please mail me my newsletter. 

                      Please accept my donation of ______ toward your 

  annual fund drive. 

 

Name: ____________________________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________ State: _____ Zip: _______ 

Phone: ________________ Email: ____________________________ 

Gift Membership to: _______________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________ State: _____ Zip: _______ 

Phone: ________________ Email: ___________________________ 
The Carver County Historical Society is a nonprofit organization supported by 

memberships and contributions from county residents, business, and 

government.  All members receive Transcending Time, this newsletter. 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Museum & Library Hours 

Mon.-Fri., 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 

Board Members 

Peter Gustafson (President), 

 Waconia    

Darlene Fasching (VP), Minnetrista  

Lin Deardorff (Treasurer), Waconia 

Matt McDougall (Secretary), Waconia  

Dan Lund, Chanhassen  

Gerry Johnson, Victoria 

Michael Fahey, Carver 

Mike Coleman, Cologne 

Burton Johnson, Chaska 

Mark Willems, Cologne 

Maureen Farrell, Chanhassen 

Randy Maluchnik (County Liaison), 

      Chaska  
 

Staff 

Wendy Petersen Biorn (Exec. Director) 

     wbiorn@co.carver.mn.us 

Adam Smith (Curator Collections) 

     asmith@co.carver.mn.us 

Heidi Gould (Curator 

Education/Exhibits. 

     hgould@co.carver.mn.us 

Marilyn Braun (Researcher) 

     mbraun@co.carver.mn.us 

Linda Nelson (Office Mgr.) 


