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Beauty Will Save the World:
From the Russian North to the
North Star highlights Russian folk
art and lace making from the
Vologda region of northern Russia.
This exhibit features paintings,
handmade lace, birch bark carving,
birch bark painting, and wood
carving, to name a few. The vibrant
colors and intricate details make this
display one you will not want to miss!
This collection is on loan to the museum from Gennady Nezhdanov and his wife,
CCHS volunteer, Marina Kurochkina, Russian who recently immigranted to Carver
County.
To compliment the exhibit, the Carver County Historical Society will showcase local
arts and hand-crafted pieces. Hand-crafted will highlight the wide variety of styles
and forms of hand-crafted items. Showcasing a mix of utilitarian and decorative
pieces, this exhibit is sure to catch your eye. Highlighting the handmade arts and
crafts of Carver County residents, this exhibit covers a wide range of time.
This exhibit will highlight such styles and forms as: hairart, tatting, fretwork, wood
carving, knitting, and yarn art. This is sure to be something for everyone!

Vologda Lace

The exhibit is scheduled to open in mid-April. Stop by and check it out!

The hair wreath to the right is an example of a hand-craft that
was popular in the 1800’s. Hair weaving was a method of
keeping the memory of a person alive. Women wove hair
tightly around wire, then bent the wire to form shapes. Common shapes were flowers, leaves, and butterflies. While this
may seem strange to many, and to some downright weird, we
still collect hair. For example, how many parents keep a lock of
their child’s first haircut? The hair weaving collection of the
CCHS is large and rarely viewed. Learn more about hair weaving and other hand-crafts at Hand-Crafted, coming soon to
the CCHS.
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SNIPPETS
Wendy
Petersen
Biorn

Norwood Young America
Pavilion

The 2010 census records have been released. Carver County has grown by 29.7%, making it the second
fastest growing county in Minnesota, only behind Scott County. The population of Carver County has grown
from 47,915 in 1990 to 91,042 in 2010. We are growing as well and we announce that the newly formed
Wilkommen Heritage and Preservation Society of Norwood Young America is now an affiliate. Working together allows our voice to be stronger as we work together to preserve the history of Carver County. The
WHPSNYA will be open for business at the old NYA library beginning April 30th. The current plans are to be
open on Saturdays and Thursdays between 9 and noon and on Tuesday from 1 to 4. An exciting event this year
in NYA is the 150th anniversary of Stiftungsfest. The Smithsonian Institution traveling exhibit, New Harmonies, will be on display at the Society between August 6th and September 15th, to help celebrate the history of
music. New Harmonies will highlight the history of music. The WHPSNYA is located in the old library across
the street from the Wilkommen Heritage Park.
The next big event at the CCHS is the opening of Beauty Will Save the World: From the Russian North to
the North Star. This exhibit is planned to open mid April and will be on display throughout 2011. When Russian immigrant Gennady Nezhdanov and his wife Marina Kurochkina moved to Chanhassen they brought along
a wonderful collection of artwork from Vologda, Russia. Gennady asked Curator Larry Hutchings if we would
be willing to display his collection. One thing led to another and a display was born. Vologda, a city between
St. Petersburg and Moscow, is known for its beautiful bobbin lace work. As the display developed, we received an invitation to lead a group to visit the museums of Moscow, St. Petersburg and Vologda. There is
space for only 20-30 people. At this time, the estimated cost is between $2500 and $3000 per person, for 10
days. If you are interested in visiting the museums of Russia, please contact the CCHS at 952-442-4234.
At the last board meeting, the CCHS board voted to increase all membership dues by $5. The reason for the
increase was two fold: the need to increase museum revenue and the fact that an increase is long overdue. The
increase will take effect immediately.
This spring we are putting new displays in the Carver County Libraries. The displays will highlight different topics from our Veterans Gallery. The Chanhassen library will receive, ―Poem & WWII‖; Chaska, ―Faith
Salden‖; NYA, ―Ralph Opperman‖; Waconia, ―Alfrieda AmEnd‖; and Watertown, ―Kenny Dressel‖. The displays will rotate approximately every six months.
One last note, we have another wine tasting fundraiser coming up in June. I hope we have better weather
this year. You can also visit us at the Mac Shack at Mackenthun's the Fourth of July weekend.

Q &A
Q-If I am a member of the NYA, Chaska or Chanhassen Historical Societies, is it necessary to pay membership dues to the CCHS as well?

A-While some people choose to pay memberships to both organizations, it is not necessary.

If you are a
current member of an affiliate organization you are automatically a member of the CCHS as well. All three
organizations are affiliates of the CCHS which means we work together to help promote our mutual mission
of collecting preserving, and interpreting the history of Carver County.
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New Harmonies is coming!
Wilkommen Heritage and Preservation Society of
Norwood Young America
August 6th through September 15th
Located in the old NYA library

The Wilkommen Heritage and Preservation Society of Norwood Young America will host a new exhibit titled New
Harmonies. One of the Smithsonian Institution's Museum on Main Street traveling exhibits, New Harmonies focuses on America's music and the story of freedom that is heard when one listens carefully. It is the story of people
who were already here, but whose world was remade. It's the story of people in a New World, places they have left
behind, and ideas they have brought with them. The distinct cultural identities of all of these people are carried in
song—both sacred and secular. Their music tracks the unique history of many peoples reshaping each other into
one incredibly diverse and complex people—Americans. Their music is the root of American music.
The music that emerges is known by names like blues, country western, folk ballads, jazz, and gospel. The sounds
are as sweet as mountain air, and as sultry as a summer night in Mississippi delta country. The instruments vary
from fiddle to banjo to accordian to guitar to drum. But a drum in the hands of an African sounds different than
one in the hands of a European. And neither is the drumbeat of an American Indian. Yet all the rhythms merge, as
do the melodies and harmonies, producing completely new sounds -- new music. The music merges because this is
America. New waves of music ride ashore in the hearts and heads of new immigrants and they create still new
sounds from what they have brought with them and what they find here. And nothing expresses the tensions -- or
the triumphs -- of this journey into democracy quite like the music that it spawns.
The main beat of the exhibition is the on-going cultural process that has made America the birthplace of more music than any place on earth. The exhibition provides a fascinating, inspiring, and toe-tapping listen to the American
story of multi-cultural exchange. The story is full of surprises about familiar songs, histories of instruments, the
roles of religion and technology, and the continuity of musical roots from "Yankee Doodle Dandy" to the latest hip
hop CD.
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Chanhassen Historical Society

Chaska Historical Society

Wilkommen Heritage and Preservation Society of Norwood Young America

Wilkommen Heritage and
Preservation Society
of
Norwood Young America
Located in the old Library in NYA

Regular hours beginning April 2nd
Saturday 9-Noon, Tuesday 1:00 - 4:00
Thursday. 9:00 - Noon
Volunteers are also needed to operate the facility on the days open and during New
Harmonies. Contact LaVonne Kroells at 952-467-4227 or 952-467-3214.

Chanhassen Historical Society
General Membership Meeting
Tuesday April 19, 2011
Camp Tanadoona – 3300 Tanadoona Drive, Chanhassen
(for directions log on to www.campfireusamn.org or call
952-934-0501)
6:00-6:30 Social Hour
6:30-7:15 General Meeting
7:15-8:00 entertainment- Wonder Weavers Story Tellers

The Chanhassen Historical Society and the Carver County Historical Society invite you to join the
fun at the Chanhassen Library to learn all about Minnesota’s Homefront. Come meet Rosie, a wife and
mother who went to work in a factory to support her family while her husband was off at war. Learn
how to use a ration book and make your own. Learn about Victory gardens and propaganda posters and
much more. Also listen to Minnesota’s Greatest Generation tell their stories in their own words with a
series of documentary videos. This is a multi generational event for Grandmas, Grandpas, parents and
children. Light refreshments will be served.
Date: Saturday, April 16th
Time: 10 am – 12 pm
Location: Chanhassen Public Library
Open to all ages!
Cost: FREE!!!!
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City of Chaska
Receives
Cultural Heritage
Grant

The Minnesota Historical Society awarded a
Minnesota Historical and Cultural Heritage Grant in
the amount of $6,610 to the City of Chaska to fund the
creation of a walking tour map of the historic
buildings and sites in Chaska. The grant was
approved by the Society’s awards committee on
December 9, 2010.
Minnesota Historical and Cultural Heritage Grants
are made possible by the Minnesota Legislature from the Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund created
with passage of the Clean Water, Land and Legacy Amendment to the Minnesota Constitution in
November 2008. The grants are awarded to support projects of enduring value for the cause of history
and historic preservation across the state.
Chaska’s Historic Walking Tour map is a project of enduring value because it will inform residents
and visitors of the importance of the historic buildings and sites in Chaska. Last month, city staff met
with representatives of MFRA, the planning/engineering firm that will manage the project for the
City. MFRA expects to complete the project by the end of April, 2011.
Chaska’s current historic walking tour map, produced in 1993, is difficult to use and is printed in
black and white. The proposed new map will be more user-friendly, printed in color, and include more
historic buildings. From the two Klein Mansions to Fireman’s Park, the map will highlight Chaska’s
history for residents and visitors alike.
The Minnesota Historical Society will award a total of $6.75 million in Historical and Cultural
Heritage Grants to non-profit and educational organizations, government units and tribes during the
2010 and 2011 fiscal years. The Historical Society is a non-profit educational and cultural institution
established in 1849. Its essence is to help illuminate the past as a way to shed light on the future. The
Society collects, preserves and tells the story of Minnesota’s past through museum exhibits, libraries
and collections, historic sites, educational programs and book publishing.

"...Having a
Swell Time!"
Carver County's
Vintage Postcards
Now available!

Page 5

CARVER COUNTY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Education Department News
Heidi Gould

Summer Camps– Get’em while there is still room!
Summer Camps -NOW BOOKING – Looking for inexpensive, fun and educational
opportunities for your kids this summer? Sign up for a CCHS Day Camp. Each camp will be
a week-long, some full days, some half days. This years themes are: Decade-A-Day,
Pioneer Camp, and New Harmonies! For further details about these camps, see our website at www.carvercountyhistoricalsociety.com, or contact Education Coordinator Heidi Gould
at (952)442-4234 or hgould@co.carver.mn.us.
Now planning our Spring Family Day trip for the month of June. June is Dairy month, so we
will be planning a trip to one of the local working farms. See the website and monthly eblasts for further details as June approaches! Also, throughout the month, visit the Carver
County Historical Society to learn about the history of farming and butter making in Carver
County!
Anyone looking for volunteer opportunities? Become a CCHS volunteer!
Current Volunteer Opportunities:
-Planting at the log granary, May 14th (Saturday) from 9am-11am.
-Looking for volunteers for school groups and summer camps!
-The Fair is coming up quick– plan now to set aside time to volunteer!

Join us April 19th for Ukrainian Egg Painting
While Heidi occupies the kids, join Wendy for Pysanka or Ukrainian
Easter egg painting.
A pysanka is a Ukrainian Easter egg, decorated using a wax-resist.
The word comes from the verb pysaty, "to write", as the designs are not
painted on, but written with beeswax. The word pysanka refers specifically to an egg decorated with traditional Ukrainian folk designs, and is
not a generic term for any egg decorated using wax resist. (Wikipedia)
The class will include the use of an open flame, hot wax and dyes,
therefore it is not appropriate for children under the age of 12. The $15
class fee includes the Kiska, dyes, wax, 2 eggs and patterns.
Preregistration is required in order to ensure enough kits are available.

To register, please call: 952-442-4234
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Special Thanks to CCHS Donors,
New and Renewing Members
January-March 31, 2011

Donations
Memorials
Tom & Joann Gorman – in memory of
Sandra Albert
Jo Mihelich – in memory of
Sandra Albert

Donations
Ward Holasek
Mr. & Mrs. Al Klingelhutz – Klingelhutz
family book
Gary Prinsen

Annual Fund Drive Donations
Carol Buesgens
Leander & Virginia Erhard
Vivian McGonagle
Allan Sauter
Franklin Schoenke
Jan Schwichtenberg Veith

New Members

Douglas Dyer
Sharon Fait
Carol Jackson
Pat Johnson
Susan Krech
Ernie Leidiger
Keith & Mary Ann Magnuson
Sally Mathieu
Glenn Noble
Bob Olsen
Gary Prinsen
Margaret Waterhouse
June Wichelman

New Wilkommen Heritage Members
Dorothy Bohen
Barry Bowden
Rose Mary Brown
Carolyn Durbin
John & Janet Fahey

Mike Fahey
Daryl Feltmann
Ross Feltmann

Karen Foede
Rosie Gutknecht
Dee & Chris Heille
Barb Kartak
Loris Kramer
Richard & LaVonne Kroells
Alan Krueger
Mark Lagergren
Leonard Lehrke Jr
Lynette Lehrke
Ruth Lehrke
Dar Mondar
Joyce Nurenberg
Wendy Petersen-Biorn
Elaine Pijahn
Gerry & Genelle Schimelpfenig
Carol Schroeder
Lois Schultz
Jim & Mary Spille
Jeff Trick
Mary Lou Tuebert
Steve & Pat Udell
Mary Wilson
Central Printing
Citizens State Bank
Flower Mill
McBride FuneralChapels
McBride
Shad, Lindstrand & Schuth

Renewing Members

Mary Armstrong
Jim Attard & Judy Walsh
Carol Bacon
T. R. & Pamela Baker
Tom & Diane Beck
Brian & Paula Bergs
Wendy Petersen-Biorn
Al Bongard & Carol Anderson
Mary Booth
Marilyn Braun
Lawrence & Zona Brown
Karen Christofferson
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Colliton
Mr & Mrs. Devins
Mike Fahey
Gordon & Joan Felt

Conrad & Lois Fiskness
Mark & Kathleen Free
Jane Gehrking
Todd & Diane Gerhardt
Alice Ann Glenn
Joann Gorman
Katherine Hall
Arline Hellekson
Bruce & Laura Helmer
Meritt Henry
Dale Hilk
Doug & Susan Hoese
Clarence & Mary Holm
Deanna Iltis
Shirley Jaeger
Steve Kleist
Bill & Pearl Lieb
Jeanne Lindholm
Herb Lins
Alan & Lori Lohman
Edith Lueke
Dan & Ann Lund
William Maas
Ronald & Elsie Machtemes
John Malakowsky
Bonnie Matthews
Lee Mayberry
Stephanie Murphy
Kenneth Nystrom
Melanie Olson
Susan Olson
Ralph Peterson
LaLonnie Scallen
Allen H. & Phyllis M. Schmitz
Carol Schneider
Lois Schulstad
Paul & Sheila Steiner
Phyllis Stender
Dianne Strandberg
Jack & Marlene Thurk
John & Becky Varone
Eugene Vogel
Jean Williams
David & Becky Wilson
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Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID

C AR V ER C OUN TY
555 West First Street
Waconia, MN 55387
Phone: 952-442-4234
Fax: 952-442-2435
www.carvercountyhistoricalsociety.org
E-mail: historical@co.carver.mn.us

Permit 17
Waconia, MN

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Museum & Library Hours
Mon.-Fri., 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

CARVER COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Board Members
John Varone (President) Chaska
Kari Myrold (Vice President),
Cologne
Lori Lohman (Secretary), Chaska
David Porath (Treasurer),
Chanhassen
Al Bongard, Cologne
Janet Fahey, NYA
Mike Fahey, Carver
Doug Hoese, Watertown
Joanie Buettgen, Watertown
Randy Maluchnik (County Liaison),
Chaska
Dan Lund, Chanhassen
Mary Booth, Chaska

Senior Citizen
$15.00
Individual
$20.00
Family
$30.00
Sustaining
$55.00
Please send a gift membership to the name below.
I understand a letter will be sent to the recipient
announcing my gift.
Please accept my donation of ______ toward your
annual fund drive.

Staff
Wendy Biorn (Exec. Director)
wbiorn@co.carver.mn.us
Heidi Gould (Education Coord.)
hgould@co.carver.mn.us
Larry Hutchings (Curator)
lhutchings@co.carver.mn.us
Marlene Magnuson (Researcher)
mmagnuson@co.carver.mn.us
Linda Nelson (Admin. Asst.)
lnelson@co.carver.mn.us
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NEW MEMBER FORM

Name: ____________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________
City: ______________________________ State: _____ Zip: _______
Gift Membership to: _______________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________
City: ______________________________ State: _____ Zip: _______
The Carver County Historical Society is a nonprofit organization supported by
memberships and contributions from county residents, business, and
government. All members receive Transcending Time, this newsletter.

